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is tempted to think it "the best thing the French ever did."
We shall not drive him into the foolish dilemma of declaring
himself to be " for " or " against" the Revolution ; keeping in
this a cooler judgment than Taine, he takes the Revolution as
an actual event and declares that there, as in all things, there
can be no going back; all that is worth doing is to see why the
Revolution failed here and succeeded there. And he finds the
answer, and the synthesis of the opposites, in the conclusion
that, while the aim and essential principles of the Revolution
may have been good, the men who carried it through were
not big enough for the task; too naive, too inexperienced;
they could see but little at one time and failed to realize
how complex a thing is human society; how slight yet
essential are the shades of thought and action that condition
its existence.1

But the-conclusion remains which is fundamental to all
Renan's thought: like all things, Revolution and revolutionary
principles are only means to an ultimate end. That ultimate
end is, and must be, the regeneration of the individual con-
science ; anything that ultimately stands in the way of this is
doomed.

Renan's judgment of the Revolution was, of course, bound
up with his conception of the philosophy of history that, when
all is said and done, all human events are the joint work of
reason and prejudice.2 There is no doubt whatever that reason
has for its mission to reform society according to its principles,
but society is far from being rational as yet, its rationalization
must be a slow process; and besides, how sure can you be that
your analysis is complete, that a more adequate philosophy
will not succeed in justifying the spontaneous work of man-
kind? The Revolution was right in its attempt at bringing
reason into human affairs, wrong where existing prejudices
and passions got into the way of reason. But one conclusion
must never be lost sight of: salvation never lies in the rear.
However destructive a theory or an event, we must go forward.
The Revolution cannot be undone; you cannot put the clock
back. Hence his acceptance, reluctant indeed, but sincere, of

1 Essais de Morale, p. 46.                                  2 ^m> je ia Science, p. 26.
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